
WordPress as a 
Research Guide



Outline
• Why WordPress as a research guide?

o Some history and context

• Organizing content 
• Promoting content
• Maintaining content
• Measuring use



http://www.library.ohiou.edu/subjects/bizwiki/
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http://www.library.ohiou.edu/subjects/bizwiki/index.php/Category:Country_and_Culture






• 1.  Question via email 
• 2.  Respond with an 

email but put answer in 
a blog post as well

• 3.  Answer is out of your 
email and on the web

• 4.  Repeat many times
• 5.  Your answers are in 

Google
• 6.  Now you’re an 

expert on the web



Customizable navigation

Most-recent automatically  
on home page

Organization that makes 
sense

Featured content on the 
home page

Fun and easy to use



The Biz Wiki
2005- 2010

You were a one-stop-shop for 
business reference tools and 

resources.
• Organized by categories

• Easily searchable

Modern business researchers 
need 

answers, not static  lists of 
resources







Organizing Content
• WordPress is extremely flexible in the ways you can 

organize and display your content
• I use both categories and tags
• Categories are broader and fewer, usually reserved 

for site organization
• Tags are usually reserved for topics
• Experiment to find the right category/tag 

combination















…/businessblog/category/videos?tag=mergent-online





Custom permalinks



Promoting Content
• I often have classes of 300+ students working on the 

same project
• It’s in my best interest to make sure they can find my 

guides and related content easily
• I love that WordPress gives me the flexibility to 

display content so it is easily found













• Better Related Posts 
Plugin

• Relativity algorithm 
based on categories, 
tags, title, keywords



Maintaining Content



Measuring Use



Jetpack stats









Search Meter
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